The Coming Civilization
never secure a sufficient majority of votes. Socialism,
on the Communist doctrine, can therefore only
come by the overthrow of Capitalism, by the seizure
of power through revolutionary means, and by the
forcible subjugation of the 'bourgeoisie' under a
proletarian dictatorship, until the bourgeoisie have
become genuinely a part of the proletariat.
The difference between the Social Democrat and
the Communist accordingly becomes clear. The
Social Democrat wants to take over the State as a
going concern, while the Communist is determined
first to reduce it to ashes.
Each of us will, no doubt, form our own views
as to which is the wiser and better policy, and also
as to which of these roads the course of events is
more likely to follow.
Revolution is not a pleasant experience. It takes
less time to construct a socialized civilization on a
going concern than to do so when everything has
crashed and the foundations have to be relaid.
Some will question whether it is morally justifiable
to introduce a new order, however essential and
necessary that order may be, against the wishes of
the majority and at the expense possibly of murdering
human beings. That is an issue on which world
opinion is still much divided. Many now hold that
nothing can be done by democratic methods, and
that there must be an interval during which the
revolutionary authority is firmly established and
counter-revolutionary forces ruthlessly crushed.
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